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to bring on a crisis, but shrunk from its dangerous concomitants, would have been unavailing.
These were the men who banded themselves together at the first encroachments of the mother country, under the designation of associated SONS OF LIBERTY; and whose boldness and constancy drove the ministerial party to abandon their open attempts, and to mask their resolved purposes under measures less palpable to the general perception.
The intent of the first association, was to put down the Stamp Act; and when this was effected, the object of the society appeared to be accomplished. But the acts of Parliament, simultaneous with, and subsequent to, the repeal, gave to the more sagacious a cause for alarm, greater than the obnoxious bill which had been rescinded. The Billeting Act, or Mutiny Bill, by establishing a standing army in the Colonies at their own charge, was intended to strengthen the arm of the royal authority, to overawe the Assembly, and to coerce the people to acquiesce in the impositions of the Parliament.
History is full of the resistance to the enormous assumptions of the mother country by New England and at the south; but little is said of the attitude of New York in that dangerous crisis. And yet in that Colony, where the power of the sovereign was almost omnipotent, notwithstanding the exertions of the most wealthy inhabitants, whose large estates were held by grants from the crown; and whose subservience to the royal mandates, influenced the Assembly, together with all those who subsisted by the royal bounty; there was found a chosen few who remained constant to the last; and who, when all seemed lost, kept alive the spirit of resistance, until from a feeble and hopeless minority they were enabled to triumph over the power of the colonial government, and prostrate the royal authority forever.
The association of the Sons of Liberty was organized in 1765, soon after the passage of the Stamp Act, and extended throughout the colonies, from Massachusetts to South Caro-